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SARIKA MEHTA: You are listening to Intersections Radio, the podcast where we geek 
out on all things intersectionality. I'm your host, Sarika Mehta. Welcome and thanks for 
tuning in.

Some of you may know, I've been on hiatus for several months, due to a recent, tiny 
addition to my life. I had a baby boy in June, and, well, so very much has happened in the 
news since then. My son is thriving, and the world has changed quite drastically. Back in 
June, during the last episode, I told you I'd be back. Well, here I am. I'm not going 
anywhere. Nope, not moving to Canada. We're still here, and I'm glad you are too. Now, 
on to business.

Jenni Monet is a freelance journalist who focuses on issues concerning indigenous people 
around the world. She's a member of Laguna Pueblo, a tribal nation in New Mexico, and 
grew up among Indian reservations in the southwest. More recently, she's been embedded 
at Standing Rock, North Dakota, covering the Water Protectors and their supporters as 
they protest the Dakota Access Pipeline.

On February First, there was a raid of arresting protesters at Standing Rock by the 
Morton County Sheriff's Department. While reporting for Indian County Media Network 
and the Center for Investigative Reporting's Reveal, Jenni found herself arrested among 
the protesters, despite showing her press credentials. She was held for forty hours before 
being released, and has been charged with criminal trespassing and rioting.

These were the same charges Amy Goodman of Democracy Now! faced when she went 
to Standing Rock, but they were dropped the same day. The charges against Jenni have 
not yet been dropped.

I spoke with Jenni Monet on February Sixth, five days after her arrest, and just a few 
days before the Army Corps of Engineers granted easement to build the pipeline, and 
before the evacuation announcements. We talked about her arrest and how this affects 
freedom of the press, becoming the subject of her story, and what happens next at 
Standing Rock. This is Intersections Radio.

Jenni Monet, thanks so much for joining me. Let's first talk about, how long have you 
been covering the protests at Standing Rock?



JENNI MONET: My first story that I filed from Standing Rock was about the September 
Third dog attack, and if you don't know what that is, that is this event that happened 
involving the protesters, or Water Protectors, near the reservation, near the Standing Rock 
Sioux Reservation, and their clashes with private security guards that were hired to guard 
the Dakota Access Pipeline. And as a way to control the crowd of the Water Protectors, 
these security guards have used guard dogs, like attack dogs on leashes, on some of the 
Water Protectors who actually were visibly seen bitten, and these dogs had visible bloody 
jaws from biting humans.

And that was kind the galvanizing moment behind the movement at Standing Rock, and 
because it was so dramatically documented by Amy Goodman, a journalist who was here 
and put together a very compelling and dramatic video that went viral and alarmed not 
only a nation, but the world.

People as far away as Laos had seen that video, when we saw a woman, an indigenous 
woman advocate, there in Luang Prabang, for, a visiting, kind of a press conference and 
speech for the President, Obama, present. And, Alice Mathew stood up before the 
President, she was one of the selected few to come out and be able to ask the president a 
question, and she asked him directly about the Dakota Access Pipeline, because it was in 
that galvanizing week when this video was being circulated, and a heightened awareness 
was made around the protection for the Missouri River, and the, you know, possible 
threat of being polluted by the Dakota Access Pipeline.

And I think that even then, before that time, I think maybe it had not really been on 
President Obama's radar, and so the timing of it all was really spectacular.

SARIKA MEHTA: Wow. So pretty much since the beginning, you were there. And then, 
as you said, last Wednesday you were arrested in a raid, in a sweep of protesters who 
were taken by the Morton County Sheriff's Department. You were there on site as I 
understand it for both the Indian Country Media Network and for Center for Investigate 
Reporting's podcast Reveal. Take us back to the incident, the arrest. Describe what 
happened for us.

JENNI MONET: Yes, so, I was kind of just working from the house that I'm renting, it's 
about half an hour away from the main protest site, the Oceti Sakowin Protest Camp, and 
I was filing a story. So, I was kind of pacing my time for the day, and then I suddenly got 
some calls from my sources at camp, that you really need to be here, the cops are moving 
in. And at the time, you know, I follow a couple of informative feeds on facebook, and 
just online official media, and you start to kind of see what might be rumor or what might 
be, you know, actual verified facts coming in.

And so, there was this one kind of feed about police moving in on this, this thing called 
the Last Child Camp. So, when I got the call, I kind of realized, well, this is something I 
should be going to. And, when I arrived, I approached the camp just before the road 
blocks went up. The Bureau of Indian Affairs agents had arrived on the border where the 



reservation ends and Morton County jurisdiction begins, and the BIA was there with their 
cars blocking anyone coming into the camp or leaving.

And that's, those are of multiple reports that I've received from people who saw the 
security blockade. So I just arrived moments before those blockades went up, and as I 
approached the camp, right across Highway 1806, on the west end, there's a bluff, and it 
overlooks the original Oceti Sakowin Camp, it overlooks the highly contested blockade at 
the Backwater Bridge, it stands right over it.

And, I happened to get onto the easement of, where these seven tipis had been erected by 
some of the Water Protectors, and there was Chief Iron Eyes. And Chief Iron Eyes is a 
local Standing Rock Sioux tribal member, and he's also considered a leader, and I put that 
almost in air quotes because no one likes these labels right now, at camp.

But he was someone who was behind this resistance camp that was being set up on top of 
the bluff, right across from the Oceti Sakowin Camp. And I walked up with him, and we 
talked, and he said, you know, these, this is an action by descendants of Crazy Horse. 
We're not giving up. This is treaty territory, we're standing true to this fight, and for them, 
it was ultimate resistance.

You can imagine what kind of, say, radicals might be involved in, you know, kind of the 
civil rights era of the 1960s. This should be seen as a real radicalized approach to taking 
the idea and notions of treaty rights to the very rawness in the extreme, and that land right 
there, that, where these seven tipis had been erected, is considered historic treaty land in 
the 1851 Treaty of Fort Laramie.

And Chief Iron Eyes has been impassioned about restoring those historic treaty rights, 
and getting back to this very kind of raw nature of what sovereignty is, and has been for 
tribes prior to colonization. And so it was a real strong message in that way. You had a lot 
of young, impassioned followers who had corralled around Iron Eyes, many of whom had 
been there since early August.

So these are people who, you know, have endured month after month at these camps, 
including sub-freezing conditions during the North Dakota winter, and they felt entitled, 
extremely entitled, to be up there despite the fact that it was private property owned by 
one of the largest landowners in Morton County. Not only is he a large landowner of 
Morton County, but he's also a landowner who has controversially leased some of his 
property to the Dakota Access Pipeline for the project. And I say controversial because 
some of the land holdings and dealings have come under scrutiny on whether how legal 
the deals have been made.

But this bluff where these seven tipis where, were also part of the greater landowner's 
land. And so, you know, every time that there are these confrontations between police and 
Water Protectors, the narrative always whittles down to police saying that Water 
Protectors are on private land, and Water Protectors fighting back and saying no, this is 



historic treaty land.

SARIKA MEHTA: Right.

JENNI MONET: And that narrative hasn't shifted throughout the movement, and that was 
the situation here on that day that I arrived, up to this treaty camp where I was arrested 
for criminal trespassing and engaging in a riot.

SARIKA MEHTA: I understand that those are the charges that have been brought against 
you. You were released from holding, but these charges have been brought against you, 
and, as I also understand it, the Morton County media had been silent about your arrest. 
Is that correct?

JENNI MONET: Well, I want to pay some recognition to the Bismarck Tribune and 
Caroline Grueskin, who's just been, you know, a stellar reporter on this story, chronicling 
it, it's major developments, and even it's not so major developments, since the movement 
really started taking shape in late July, in mid-July. And Caroline is an accomplished 
student of journalism, and she's really just shaped and crafted a solid understanding of the 
situation here in North Dakota.

So, she requested to do an interview with me today, and the piece just came out today, 
and I realized, in the aftermath of her interviewing me and putting a story out there, 
exactly how grateful I was for her assistance and her service, because, I'm in a unique 
position now of not only writing about my own arrest, but also being in an awkward 
place of not being able to go and do the kind of reporting that I would do if it were 
somebody else.

For instance, I'm having trouble obtaining my own police record. You know, I can't easily 
obtain facts by contacting the public information officer of Morton County now, based on 
my own account. Yesterday I had asked for my mugshot, and I have to now go through 
my attorney, and people from my news organizations, my clients that I work for, to 
request that on my behalf. So it's a very strange dynamic, and, you know, I've never had 
to be in a situation where I'm basically reporting on myself. And Caroline shined a light 
on a lot of what's going on in the minds of the law enforcement who are behind my arrest 
and who are defending their arrest of me.

SARIKA MEHTA: That is an awkward position, a strange position to be in, where you've 
had to navigate this as both a journalist, that is, you are the story, so, before Caroline 
approached you, how did you have to navigate this?

JENNI MONET: Well, it's still very new. I was arrested on Wednesday, I didn't get 
released from jail until late Thursday, and I didn't start really producing any kind of 
dialogue or content until Friday morning. And over the weekend, I really just kind of took 
a step back. I went to ceremony on Saturday night, I took a breather for a bit on Sunday, 
and really just kind of took a step back to examine, re-examine where I stood, because 



things have changed now.

Even though I have, I'm still committed to covering this story and being one of the few 
journalists on the ground here, it's, you know, it hasn't changed the dynamic of how I'm 
going to be treated the next time I interview the governor, or the sheriff, or the North 
Dakota Patrol. It's just a weird dynamic, and I don't think that in my position, and in my 
opinion, am I going to change my outreach to cover this story from all angles, and from 
all sides. I feel like I've made a committed and concerted effort to do that.

But I wonder if that will still be the case from the other side, if law enforcement, will they 
treat me differently? And that's yet to be seen. I mean, the story here at Standing Rock is 
intensifying. We're starting to see tensions rising as the camps start to dismantle, and I 
worry about the next confrontation, or the next confrontation, and where, how I might be 
treated on those front lines, and I have to say those front lines are where you really start 
to get a lot of truth, on both sides of this, police versus protester narrative.

So, we'll see how it goes. I mean, I don't think I'm going to put myself in the line of 
getting arrested again, and I certainly didn't feel like I was doing that on Wednesday, 
February First. I felt like I was in a safe space on Wednesday, February First, and was 
actually a bit surprised to find myself arrested.

SARIKA MEHTA: I think that anyone in that position might find themselves a bit 
surprised. Talking about the freedom of press issue here, I know that you said that you 
don't want to change the way you feel about reporting on these stories, and you might be 
treated differently on the other side at least, on the law enforcement side, but do you feel 
that freedom of press is at risk? Do you feel a different kind of confidence, or do you feel 
nervous about approaching these stories after your arrest? How do you feel about this?

JENNI MONET: I don't feel nervous. I don't know that I've been, my cage has been 
rattled, if that's the question. In fact, if anything, it's just emboldened me to just stand 
stronger by my morals. I'm not, I've not posed anything in any sort of untruthful way, and 
I've not stated anything that may be construed in any sort of false leaning approach.

So, I just feel like I will continue to do the job that I do, and do it well, and also see this 
story through. I think what also is just really disturbing for me is that this arrest, this issue 
now that I've faced of having to fight my own fight against Morton County, people that 
I've been respectful to throughout this movement, I find it really challenging to actually 
distract me from this story that I've been so committed to, that was already a daunting job 
to begin with because it's such a critical time for the development of whatever should 
come of this pipeline battle.

And so now, for better or worse, my attention is now divided, and I tend to think it's 
worse, because taking my eyes off of this fast-moving issue, that has really catapulted 
into an historic moment, not just for Indian Country, but for all  Americans who came 
here. Right? And even people from all over the world who came here. This was a historic 



moment. Standing Rock is always going to be this remembered moment in our lives, 
about the integrity of people power, when they come together, when they raise their 
voices, especially at a time right now when we're faced with, you know, so many 
differences politically. I just feel like that emboldens me to continue to do more.

SARIKA MEHTA: I want to turn now, as you were saying, back to covering Standing 
Rock. I felt that the media had gained most traction with Standing Rock towards the end 
of the Obama administration, frankly, at least that's where I felt like that was when the 
most attention was paid, but there were points throughout. And it feels like the media has 
lost traction in this after President Trump took office, because there have been a lot of 
distractions in the first couple of weeks of this new administration. What are your 
thoughts on this?

JENNI MONET: I mean, there's no doubt that the President Trump administration has 
made it very difficult for Indian County as a whole, not just for Standing Rock, and I 
think that Standing Rock becomes this kind of petri dish of what could happen for other 
tribes. As we see the unraveling of the development of the Dakota Access Pipeline, 
already in the very early days of a Trump administration, we have seen this president sign 
executive memoranda to advance the Dakota Access Pipeline, to ignore the diplomatic 
environmental impact statement that was celebrated on December Fourth here at 
Standing Rock, and it's just been a real direct assault on reversing that.

And just moving forward with an energy agenda that is questionable, is alarming, and 
quite honestly, you know, comes with a lot of uncertainty about what that may mean for 
the very future generations that brought so many people here to pray, and to fight, to 
protect very basic but vital resources, like water. And that's why it's a very interesting 
time here at Standing Rock.

And not only that, but around the world, I think we're starting to see Standing Rocks 
happen in communities wherever they are. That fire that was lit here is now burning in 
communities worldwide, about this kind of intensity to really rise up and defend, and to 
resist.

SARIKA MEHTA: That's a good note to think about. What happens next for you? And 
what happens next at Standing Rock?

JENNI MONET: What happens next for me? Well, I'm going to continue working on this 
story until I feel like it's found a nice -- I think nice is strange word to use right now, but 
-- where I feel like it has a natural pause, and a breath. And, you know, I've made lots of 
relationships out here on the reservation and also in neighboring Bismarck and Mandan, 
and the whole community. And, you know, despite my arrest, even, I have really had nice 
moments with North Dakotans of all kinds.

And I really have a lot of heart for these communities. They're rural, they're small, they're 
unique in the fact that they're not New York, for instance. Right? I mean, they're just -- 



even towns like Bismarck, and I find them special, and I think, but anyone who might 
have that kind of sense of exposure to communities, you know, in other places, I find 
these lovely qualities of the people I talk to, that have various opinions and ideas, even 
around an issue as controversial as the pipeline. Unfortunately, we can't ignore that there 
are others out there who are so impassioned with their beliefs that, unfortunately, it brings 
in an agitated -- it agitates the kind of climate that, you know, is kind of trying to build 
healthy dialogue.

And so, I recognize it for that as well, which makes it an interesting place to be at this 
very interesting time that we're experiencing in America. And, I don't know what happens 
next. In terms of my kind of work, I've been working on indigenous peoples issues, 
covering those kind of topics for many years, and I'll continue to cover those kinds of 
topics. Whether that's here at Standing Rock or around the world, I mean, I'm just, it's a 
strange time for me too. I never anticipated I'd be out here living in rural North Dakota, 
knowing everything there is to know about a pipeline.

SARIKA MEHTA: Do you have anything more you want to talk about?

JENNI MONET: No, I just, I think I would just say this, that, it's a really hard time right 
here for lots of people who've really poured their heart and soul into this movement, and 
I'm talking about the Water Protectors, or even some of the tribal members, some of the 
tribal leadership, and it's just growing pains, and transition, and, you know, I see a lot of 
historic trauma coming out, and that's really what we saw kind of get healed at -- during 
those summer months at the camps, and what made it so beautiful was that love that came 
out of that healing.

And I think of that because it was a very real experience that was felt, and I hope that it 
can return here, and for tribal communities across the country and the world, because 
there's a lot of healing to do. And I hope that that spirit, and that remembrance of that 
spirit for all who experienced it, doesn't go away.

SARIKA MEHTA: I hope that too. Jenni Monet, thank you so much for joining me.

JENNI MONET: Oh, you're very welcome, Sarika. It's so great to hear from you again.

SARIKA MEHTA: That was journalist Jenni Monet, joining me from Standing Rock, 
North Dakota. Follow her on Twitter @JenniMonet.

To listen to the podcast of this interview, check out IntersectionsRadio.WordPress.com. 
Visit the same website for previous episodes of this podcast. And join the Facebook 
community at Facebook.com/intersectionsradio.

You're listening to Intersections Radio. The program airs on KBOO Community Radio. 
I'm Sarika Mehta. Thanks for listening.




